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the interest of the project. He also said if he could not
carry out his plan, he would retire among the French and
Spanish on the Mississippi. The scheme was something
like that of Aaron Burr at a later period, and Potter con-
sidering it treasonable, declined to have any connection
with it, and reported the matter to the authorities at Mon-
treal.

On the 11th of September, 1767, Sir William Johnson
wrote to General Gage as follows: “Though I wrote to
you, a few days ago, by Mr. Croghan, I could not avoid
saying something again on the score of the vast expenses
incurred, and still incurring at Michillimackinae, chiefly on
pretence of making a peace between the Sioux and Chip-
peweighs.” On August 17th, 1768, he writes to the Earl
of MHillsborough: ¢ Major Rogers brings a considerable
charge against the Crown for mediating a peace between
some tribes of Sioux and some Chippeweighs, which, had
it been attended with success, would have been only inte-
resting to a very few French, and others that had goods in
that part of the Indian country.”

During this year, Rogers was placed under arrest, sent
to Montreal, and tried by court martial, on charges of
treason, for having proposed to deliver the post of Mack-
inaw to the Spaniards of Louisiana.!

1 In 1769, Rogers went to England and was imprisoned for debt. Afterwards
he entered the service of the Dey of Algiers. In 1775, he was again in Eng-
land, and in June, left Gravesend in a ship for Baltimore. In September, he
was in Philadelphia, where he was arrested by the Committee of Safety, but
was released on the 23d of the month, by giving his parol that he would not
bear arms against the ** American United Colonies.”” He then went to New
York City, and from thence visited his brother near Albany, Col. James Rogers.
President Wheelock, of Dartmouth College, received a visit from him on the
13th of November. He told him that he had fought two battles in Algiers;
and that he had come back to America to look after some large land grant
made to him; that he was now on his way to visit his sister at Moorestown,
and his wife at Merrimack River, whom he had not seen since he returned. He
left the tavern where he stayed, the next day, without paying his bill of three
shillings. On the 14th of December he was at Porter’s tavern in Medford,



